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(54) Thyristor with reduced minority carrier lifetime and method of producing the same 

FIG. 3 



(57) A method for manufacturing a thyristor (100) 
and a thyristor ( 1 00) are provided i n which the lifetime of 
minority carriers is controlled to improve the trade-off 
relationship between an ON-state voltage and a turn-off 
time and attain a high frequency and a low loss. Shield- 
ing members (110, 120) formed of metal plates are pro- 
vided respectively in spaces above a plane on which a 
cathode electrode (106) is provided and a plane on 
which an anode electrode (105) is provided. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a method for manufacturing a thyristor and a thyristor, and more particularly to a 
method for manufacturing a thyristor in which a lifetime of a minority carrier is controlled to increase a frequency and 
reduce a loss, and a thyristor formed by the same method. 

Description of the Background Art 

In recent years, withstand voltages and currents of a thyristor and a diode have been increased. By taking the thy- 
ristor as an example, a device having a standard in which a withstand voltage is 10 kV and an ON-state current is sev- 

15 eral hundreds A during the operation of the thyristor has been developed. In the thyristor, generally, it is a goal of 
development to increase a switching speed of ON-OFF control action, that is, a so-called frequency characteristic. In 
the thyristor, a time for performing turn-off (a turn-off time) is shortened so that the frequency characteristic can be 
increased. If the turn-off time is shortened, the resistance of a thyristor element is increased. Consequently, an ON- 
state voltage is increased during operation. Thus, the thyristor has the trade-off relationship. 

20 When the ON-state voltage is increased, an energy loss is increased so that a calorific value is increased. For this 
reason, an increase in the calorific value caused by the energy loss cannot be ignored in the thyristor having the high 
withstand voltage and current. If the ON-state voltage is reduced too much, the turn-off time is increased. Therefore, it 
is necessary to improve the trade-off relationship between the turn-off time and the ON-state voltage. 

Currently, a method for controlling a lifetime of a minorily carrier in a semiconductor has widely been employed in 

25 order to shorten the turn-off time. The conventional method for controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier is divided 
broadly into the following two ways. 

As a first method, a heavy metal is diffused into a silicon semiconductor (a heavy metal diffusion method). In this 
method, a deep level generated by a combination of the heavy metal and silicon is utilized as a recombination center. 
More specifically, the heavy metal is applied (or deposited) on the surface of a silicon substrate, and is then introduced 

30 into the silicon substrate by thermal diffusion. 

As a second method, ionizing radiation such as an electron beam, a gamma ray or a light ion beam, for example, 
proton is irradiated on a silicon semiconductor. A deep level generated due to irradiating composite defects which are 
caused by irradiating the ionizing radiation is utilized as the recombination center. By controlling the energy of the ion- 
izing radiation and an amount of irradiation thereof, the control effects of a lifetime of a minority carrier are adjusted. The 

35 first and second methods will be described below in detail, and problems thereof will be described below. 

A lifetime t of a minority carrier obtained by the first method makes a great difference between devices and 
between wafers due to the amount of the deposited heavy metal, a variation in a coefficient of diffusion into the silicon, 
and the like. Consequently, it is hard to perform technological control. If the lifetime x of the minority carrier is exces- 
sively reduced, a forward voltage drop (a so-called ON-state voltage V on ) is increased so that the consumed power of 

40 a semiconductor device is increased to depart from a standard. Consequently, characteristic failures are caused so that 
yield is lowered. Furthermore, the heavy metal diffusion method has problems that it is difficult to anticipate character- 
istics in advance by using means such as a previous test and correction cannot be performed when an amount of ther- 
mal diffusion becomes excessive. In addition, if a silicon substrate has crystal defects, the heavy metal causes grain 
boundary diffusion along the crystal defects. Consequently, non-uniform distribution is promoted by segregation. For 

45 this reason, there is a possibility that device operation might become unstable and deteriorated. 

In the second method, in the case where ionizing radiation having an energy E is irradiated on the silicon substrate, 
a difference between inverse numbers of the lifetime of the minorily carrier obtained before and after irradiation is pro- 
portional to a dose wherein the lifetime of the minority carrier obtained before and after the irradiation is represented by 
x0 and x1 respectively and the dose of the ionizing radiation is represented by if>. A coefficient of proportion is given as 

so a coefficient of damage k. More specifically, the following relationship is formed. 



(1) 



The silicon semiconductor on which the ionizing radiation is irradiated is damaged. The damage is broadly divided 
into a damage on a surface protective film interface and a damage (crystal defect) on the inside of a single crystal (that 
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is, the inside of the silicon substrate). The damage of the surface protective film has a great correlation with the dose <t> 
and a small correlation with the energy. The damage on the inside of the single crystal has a great correlation with the 
dose d>, and the distribution thereof is affected by the energy. 

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Gazette No. 3-245569 has disclosed that the damage of a surface protec- 
5 tive film is restrained and a lifetime of a minority carrier caused by crystal defects on the inside of a single crystal is prop- 
erly shortened if an electron beam or a gamma ray having an energy of 6 MeV or more is irradiated with a lower dose 
<j>, so that a frequency can be increased and a loss can be lowered without a deterioration in a withstand voltage. 

However, the crystal defects formed by using the electron beam or gamma ray are distributed over almost a whole 
area in a direction of a depth of the inside of a semiconductor device For this reason, the crystal defects are also 
•' 10 formed in a position which is not positively related to the electrical characteristics of the semi-conductor device. Further- 
more, it is difficult to improve the trade-off relationship between an ON-state voltage and a turn-off time. 

In order to solve such problems, the following method for controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier has been pro- 
posed. 

For example, a method for controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier using proton and helium ions has been pro- 
>5 posed in Document 1 (Y. Shimizu, Proc. of ISPSD'90 pp.231 -235 "Application of a Proton Irradiation Technique to High 
Voltage Thyristors"), Document 2 (W. Wondrak. Proc. of ISPSD'88 pp. 147-1 52 "PROTON IMPLANTATION FOR SILI- 
CON POWER DEVICES"), Document 3 (T. Nakagawa, Proc. of ISPSD'95 pp.84-88 "A NEW HIGH POWER LOW 
LOSS GTO") and the like. 

These have the following characteristics. When light ions such as proton are implanted into a semiconductor at a 
20 high energy, crystal defects which are locally generated in the vicinity of a range position are utilized as recombination 
centers of a minority carrier. By regulating an accelerating energy, the range position in a thyristor is controlled. By reg- 
ulating the amount of ion irradiation, the lifetime of the minority carrier is controlled. 

In the thyristor having a withstand voltage of 1 0 kV described above, however, a thickness of a silicon substrate has 
reached several millimeters and the proposal of the above-mentioned documents has been insufficient. 
25 For example, Fig. 14 shows the relationship among a range position D,,, a spike voltage V DSP applied during.turn-, 
off and an energy loss E otf , which has been presented by T. Nakagawa in the Document 2. Fig. 1 5 shows a partial struc- 
ture of a GTO in the Document 2. 

In the Document 2, a proton beam is irradiated from an N emitter layer (n E ) side shown in Fig. 15, that is, a cathode 
plane (K plane) side, and the range position D n is defined by a distance between a junction of a P base layer (p B ) and 
30 an N base layer (n B ) and the range position. As D„ is increased, that is, an accelerating energy is increased, the spike 
voltage V DSP applied during turn-off tends to be decreased and the energy loss E otf tends to be increased. Conse- 
quently, it is apparent that the spike voltage V DSP and the energy loss E oH have the trade-off relationship. Thus, another 
trade-off relationship appears in the technique proposed in the Document 2. 

In the case where a thickness of the silicon substrate is increased, it is necessary to implant proton in a deeper 
35 position, that is, at a higher energy than in the prior art. Figs. 16 and 1 7 show energy attenuation characteristics in the 
silicon substrate which are obtained by performing implantation at low and high energies. In Figs. 1 6 and 1 7, an axis of 
abscissa indicates a depth of the silicon substrate, and an axis of ordinate indicates an amount of energy attenuation. 

In the case where the implantation is performed at a low energy, most of the energy is attenuated in the vicinity of 
a range position R P as shown in Fig. 16. In the case where the implantation is performed at a high energy, energy atten- 
40 uation is great in a surface position E s and an amount of the energy attenuation from the surface position E s to the 
range position R P cannot be ignored as shown in Fig. 17. It is supposed that such attenuation is caused by various 
mechanisms. As one of causes, when the proton has an energy of 4 to 5 MeV or more, it makes nuclear reaction with 
silicon atoms so that a reactive cross-sectional area is increased. The great energy attenuation from the surface posi- 
tion E s to the range position R P means that an amount of crystal defects generated from the surface position E s to the 
45 range position R P is also increased. Thus, there has been a fear that the locality of crystal defect distribution might col- 
lapse to lower the controllability of the lifetime of the minority carrier. 

As a method for controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier using a light ion beam which is more advanced, the tech- 
nique of Document 4 has been proposed (U.S. Patent No. 4056408. Nov. 1, 1977 "REDUCING THE SWITCHING TIME 
OF SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICES BY NUCLEAR IRRADIATION"). According to the Document 4, separate implanta- 
50 tion of an ion beam into forward and backward conducting portions of a semiconductor device (see Fig. 6 of the Docu- 
ment 4), separate implantation of an ion beam into the end and central active portions of the semiconductor device (see 
Figs. 7 and 8 of the Document 4) and the like are performed to enhance the function of the semiconductor device. 
According to this technique, basically, light ions such as H or He are irradiated from one of plane sides of the semicon- 
ductor device so that an accelerating energy and an amount of irradiation can be optimized. 
55 As described above, in the conventional method for manufacturing a semiconductor device, the lifetime of the 
minority carrier has often been controlled by implanting a proton or light ion beam having a high energy. However, the 
conventional method has problems that the energy is increased so that the spike voltage V DSP applied during turn-off 
and the energy loss E off have the trade-off relationship, and the locality of the crystal defect distribution collapses so 
that the controllability of the lifetime of the minority carrier is lowered. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A first aspect of the present invention is directed to a method for manufacturing a thyristor having a first semicon- 
ductor layer of a first conductivity type, a second semiconductor layer of a second conductivity type, and a third semi- 

5 conductor layer of the first conductivity type sequentially provided, a fourth semiconductor layer of the second 
conductivity type selectively formed in a surface of the third semiconductor layer, a gate electrode provided in contact 
with only the third semiconductor layer, a first electrode provided in contact with at least the fourth semiconductor layer, 
and a second electrode provided in contact with only the first semiconductor layer, comprising the steps of (a) irradiating 
heavy ions having a predetermined energy from a first electrode side to form a first ion implantation region for shorten- 

10 ing a lifetime of a minority carrier in a position in the second semiconductor layer toward the first electrode, and (b) irra- 
diating the heavy ions having the predetermined energy from a second electrode side to form a second ion implantation 
region tor shortening a lifetime of a minority carrier in a position in the second semiconductor layer toward the second 
electrode. 

A second aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the steps 
is (a) and (b) comprise the step of partially forming the first and second ion implantation regions, respectively. 

A third aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the step (a) 
comprises the steps of (a-1) providing a shielding member having a predetermined opening pattern above the first elec- 
trode, and (a-2) irradiating the heavy ions from above the shielding member to partially form the first ion implantation 
region, and the step (b) comprises the steps of (b-1) providing a shielding member having a predetermined opening 
20 pattern above the second electrode, and (b-2) irradiating the heavy ions from above the shielding member to partially 
form the second ion implantation region. 

A fourth aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the shield- 
ing members have a plurality of openings, each opening length being 100 urn or more, and the predetermined opening 
pattern has the openings provided thereon such that an open area ratio is 30 % or less. 
25 Afifth aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the step (a)- 
comprises the step of partially forming the first ion implantation region, and the step (b) comprises the step of forming 
the second ion implantation region over a whole area. 

A sixth aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the step (a) 
comprises the steps of (a-1 ) providing a shielding member having a predetermined opening pattern above the first elec- 
30 trade, and (a-2) irradiating the heavy ions from above the shielding member to partially form the first ion implantation 
region, and the step (b) comprises the step of (b-3) irradiating the heavy ions over a whole plane from the second elec- 
trode side to form the second ion implantation region over a whole area. 

A seventh aspect of the present invention is direcled to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein an irradi- 
ation ratio of the heavy ions irradiated from above the shielding member to the heavy ions irradiated from the second 
35 electrode side ranges from 10 : 1 to 1 : 1 . 

A eighth aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the shield- 
ing member has a plurality of openings, each opening length being 1 00 ^m or more, and the predetermined opening 
pattern has the openings provided thereon such that an open area ratio is 30 % or less. 

An ninth aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the step (a) 
40 comprises the step of (a-3) irradiating the heavy ions over a whole plane from the first electrode side to form the first 
ion implantation region over a whole area, and the step (b) comprises the step of (b-3) irradiating the heavy ions over a 
whole plane from the second electrode side to form the second ion implantation region over a whole area. 

A tenth aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein an irradiation 
ratio of the heavy ions irradiated from the first electrode side to the heavy ions irradiated from the second electrode side 
45 ranges from 0.5 : 1 to 1 : 1 . 

A eleventh aspect of the present invention is directed to the method for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the heavy 
ions are Ne, Ar, Kr, C, Si or Ge, the predetermined energy of the heavy ions is 100 MeV or more, and a total irradiation 
amount of the heavy ions irradiated from the first electrode side and the second electrode side ranges from 2 x 10 9 to 
2x10 11 /cm 2 . 

so An twelfth aspect of the present invention is directed to the meihod for manufacturing a thyristor, wherein the steps 
(a) and (b) further comprise the steps of raising a temperature of the thyristor with a temperature gradient of 5°C / min 
or less prior to irradiation of the heavy ions and keeping the temperature of the thyristor at 350 to 400°C during the irra- 
diation of the heavy ions, irradiating the heavy ions such that a fluence rate of the heavy ions irradiated from the first 
electrode side and the second electrode side is 1 x 1 0 9 particles / cm 2 • s or less, and causing the temperature of the 

55 thyristor to fall with a temperature gradient of 5 °C / min or less after the heavy ions are irradiated. 

A thirteenth aspect of the present invention is directed to a thyristor having a first semiconductor layer of a first con- 
ductivity type, a second semiconductor layer of a second conductivity type, and a third semiconductor layer of the first 
conductivity type sequentially provided, a fourth semiconductor layer of the second conductivity type selectively pro- 
vided in a surface of the third semiconductor layer, a gate electrode provided in contact with only the third semiconduc- 
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tor layer, a first electrode provided in contact with at least the fourth semiconductor layer, and a second electrode 
provided in contact with only the first semiconductor layer, comprising a first ion implantation region formed by implant- 
ing heavy ions in a position in the second semiconductor layer toward the first electrode for shortening a lifetime of a 
minority carrier, and a second ion implantation region formed by implanting heavy ions in a position in the second sem- 
5 iconductor layer toward the second electrode for shortening a lifetime of a minority carrier. 

A fourteenth aspect of the present invention is directed to the thyristor, wherein the first and second ion implantation 
regions are partially provided. 

A fifteenth aspect of the present invention is directed to the thyristor, wherein the first ion implantation region is par- 
tially provided, and the second ion implantation region is provided over a whole area. 
•10 A sixteenth aspect of the present invention is directed to the thyristor, wherein the first and second ion implantation 
regions are provided over whole areas. 

A seventeenth aspect of the present invention is directed to the thyristor, wherein the heavy ions are He, Ar, Kr, C, 
Si or Ge. 

According to the first aspect of the present invention, the first and second ion implantation regions are formed in 

15 positions in the second semiconductor layer toward the first and second electrodes, respectively. Consequently, an ON- 
state voltage is reduced during the operation of a thyristor by the presence of the first ion implantation region, and a tail 
current is reduced during turn-off by the presence of the second ion implantation region. As a result, the trade-off rela- 
tionship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be improved. Thus, it is possible to manufacture a thy- 
ristor which attains a high frequency and a low loss. 

20 According to the second aspect of the present invention, the first and second ion implantation regions are partially 
formed. Therefore, a non-implantation region is present between the first and second ion implantation regions. By con- 
trolling a lifetime of a minority carrier depending on areas of the first and second ion implantalion regions and the area 
of the non-implantation region, the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be controlled. Consequently, the trade- 
off relationship can be changed optionally. 

25 According to the third aspect of the present invention, it is possible to implement a thyristor in which the first and 
second ion implantation regions are partially formed. 

According to the fourth aspect of the present invention, the first ion implantation region is partially formed and the 
second ion implantation region is formed over the whole area. Consequently, the turn-off time can be shortened and the 
ON-state voltage can be controlled. Therefore, the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off 

30 time can be improved. In addition, the ON-state voltage is controlled so that the trade-off relationship can be changed 
optionally. 

According to the fifth aspect of the present invention, it is possible to implement a thyristor in which the first ion 
implantation region is partially formed and the second ion implantation region is formed over the whole area. 

According to the sixth aspect of the present invention, the irradiation ratio of the heavy ions ranges from 10 : 1 to 1 
35 : 1 . Consequently, the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be changed to 
optional characteristics. 

According to the seventh aspect of the present invention, the opening length of the opening of the shielding mem- 
ber is set to 1 00 jim or more and the open area ratio thereof is set to 30 % or less. Consequently, the trade-off relation- 
ship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be optimized. Thus, the tum-ofl time can be prevented from 
40 becoming longer in addition to a reduction in the ON-state voltage. 

According to the eighth aspect of the present invention, the first and second ion implantation regions are formed 
over the whole area. Consequently, the ON-state voltage can be reduced and the turn-off time can be shortened. Thus, 
the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be improved. 

According to the ninth aspect of the present invention, the irradiation ratio of the heavy ions is set to 0.5 : 1 to 1 : 1 . 
45 Consequently, the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time in which main improvement 
of the ON-state voltage or the turn-off time can be selected can be changed to optional characteristics. 

According to the tenth aspect of the present invention, any of Ne, Ar, Kr, C, Si and Ge is implanted as the heavy 
ions. Therefore, in the case where the second semiconductor layer is a silicontayer, there is no problem that a reactive 
cross-sectional area is increased. Consequently, energy attenuation caused before a range position is reached is 
so diminished. Accordingly, an amount of crystal defects generated before the range position is reached is restrained so 
that the locality of crystal defect distribution can be maintained. Thus, the controllability of the lifetime of the minority 
carrier can be prevented from being lowered. Furthermore, the predetermined energy of the heavy ions is set to 100 
MeV or more. Therefore, also in the thyristor whose first and third semiconductor layers have greater thicknesses with 
an increase in the withstand voltage, the heavy ions can be implanted in the predetermined position of the third semi- 
55 conductor layer through the first and third semiconductor layers. In addition, the total irradiation amount of the heavy 
ions is set to 2 x 10 9 to 2 x 10 11 / cm 2 . Consequently, a time required to perform ion implantation can be reduced con- 
siderably, and furthermore the manufacturing cost of the thyristor can be lowered. 

According to the eleventh aspect of the present invention, the temperature of the thyristor is raised with a temper- 
ature gradient of 5°C / min or less and is caused to fall with a temperature gradient of 5°C / min or less. Consequently, 
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J the generation of thermal distortion can be prevented so that the damage of the thyristor can be prevented. By perform- 
I ■ ing ion irradiation with the temperature of the thyristor kept at 350 to 400°C, unstable crystal defects generated by the 
| ion implantation can be recovered and canceled by annealing simultaneously with generation and comparatively stable 
|J composite defects to function as recombination centers can be left. Thus, unnecessary collapse of a crystal structure 
5 can be restrained and conductivity can be kept. Furthermore, the f luence rate is limited to 1 x 1 0 9 particles / cm 2 • s or 
less so that various crystal defects generated by an ion can be prevented from being further disturbed by succeeding 
ions and growing into more macro crystal defects before they are recovered and canceled by the annealing. Thus, it is 
possible to prevent the structures of the crystal defects from, differing due to a difference in the f luence ratio even if the 
total irradiation amounts are equal. In addition, it is possible to prevent electrical characteristics from differing due to a 
w difference in the structure of the crystal defect. Consequently, a thyristor having uniform electrical characteristics can 
be manufactured. 

According to the twelfth aspect of the present invention, the first and second ion implantation regions are formed in 
positions in the second semiconductor layer toward the first and second electrodes. Consequently, an ON-state voltage 
is reduced during the operation of the thyristor by the presence of the first ion implantation region, and a tail current is 

is reduced during turn-off by the presence of the second ion implantation region. As a result, the trade-off relationship 
between the ON-state voltage and the turn-Off time can be improved. Thus, it is possible to obtain a thyristor which 
attains a high frequency and a low loss. 

According to the thirteenth aspect of the present invention, the first and second ion implantation regions are par- 
tially formed. Therefore, a non-implantation region is present between the first and second ion implantation regions. By 

20 controlling the areas of the first and second ion implantation regions and the area of the non-implantation region, the 
trade-off relationship can be changed optionally. Thus, it is possible to obtain a thyristor corresponding to users' needs 
such as an increase in a frequency or a reduction in a loss. 

According to the fourteenth aspect of the present invention, the first ion implantation region is partially formed and 
the second ion implantation region is formed over the whole area. Consequently, the turn-off time can be reduced, and 

25 the ON-state voltage can be controlled to change the trade-off relationship optionally. Thus, it is possible to obtain a thy- 
ristor corresponding to users' needs such as an increase in a frequency or a reduction in a loss. 

According to the fifteenth aspect of the present invention, the first and second ion implantation regions are formed 
over the whole area. Consequently, the ON-state voltage can be reduced and the turn-off time can be shortened. 
Therefore, the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be improved. Thus, it is 

30 possible to obtain a thyristor which attains a high frequency and a low loss. 

According to the sixteenth aspect of the present invention, the heavy ions are Ne, Ar, Kr, C, Si or Qe. Therefore, in 
the case where the second semiconductor layer is a silicon layer, there is no problem that a reactive cross-sectional 
area is increased during implantation. Consequently, a lot of crystal defects are not present before an implantation posi- 
tion is reached so that the locality of crystal defect distribution can be kept. Consequently, it is possible to prevent the 

35 controllability of the lifetime of the minority carrier from being lowered. Thus, a thyristor having desired characteristics 
can be obtained. 

In order to solve the above-mentioned problems, it is an object of the present invention to provide a method for 
manufacturing a thyristor and a thyristor in which a lifetime of a minority carrier is controlled to improve the trade-off rela- 
tionship between an ON-state voltage and a turn-off time and attain a high frequency and a low loss. 
40 These and other objects, features, aspects and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent 
from the following detailed description of the present invention when taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw- 
ings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

45 

Figure 1 is a plan view showing a structure of a high withstand voltage thyristor; 
Figure 2 is a sectional view showing the structure of the high withstand voltage thyristor; 
Figure 3 is a view for explaining a first embodiment according to the present invention; 

Figure 4 is a chart showing characteristics with the passage of time of a turn-off current which are obtained when 
so ion implantation is performed over a whole plane from a cathode side; 

Figure 5 is a chart showing the characteristics with the passage of time of a turn-off current which are obtained 
when the ion implantation is performed over the whole plane from an anode side; 

Figure 6 is a chart showing the relationship between a partial irradiation pattern obtained by simulation and a turn- 
off time; 

55 Figure 7 is a view for explaining a method for calculating an open area ratio; 

Figure 8 is a view for explaining a second embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 9 is a chart showing the state of a variation in the trade-off relationship between an ON-state voltage and a 

turn-off time for a change in an irradiation ratio of heavy ions; 

Figure 10 is a view for explaining a third embodiment of the present invention; 
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Figure 1 1 is a chart showing the relationship between a total irradiation amount <t>, ot and an ON-state voltage V on 
which is obtained when full both-side implantation is performed; 

Figure 1 2 is a chart showing the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and a reverse recovery charge 
amount which is obtained when the full both-side implantation is performed; 
5 Figure 1 3 is a chart showing a heat history sequence for implanting a heavy ion beam having a high energy; 

Figure 14 is a chart showing the relationship among a range position D M , a spike voltage V DSP applied during turn- 
off and an energy loss E oft which is obtained by a conventional method; 
Figure 15 is a view showing a partial structure of a GTO according to the prior art; 

Figure 16 is a chart for explaining a difference in an energy attenuation profile in a silicon which is caused by a dif- 
•" 10 ference in an accelerating energy; and 

Figure 17 is a chart for explaining the difference in the energy attenuation profile in the silicon which is caused by 
the difference in the accelerating energy. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

15 

(A. First Embodiment) 

A method for controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier according to a first embodiment of the present invention will 
be described below with reference to Figs. 1 to 7. 

20 

(A-1. Structure of High Withstand Voltage Thyristor) 

Fig. 1 is a plan view showing a structure of a general high withstand voltage thyristor 100, and Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view taken along the line A-Aof Fig. 1. As shown in Fig. 2, the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 comprises an anode 

25 electrode 105 (a second electrode), and a P + diffusion layer 102 (a first semiconductor layer) corresponding^ a FS? 
anode layer, an N" silicon substrate 101 (a second semiconductor layer) having a high specific resistivity which corre- 
sponds to an N base layer, and a P diffusion layer 103 (a third semiconductor layer) corresponding to a P base, layer 
which are sequentially provided on the anode electrode 105. 

A gate electrode 107 is provided on the center of the P diffusion layer 1 03. An N + diffusion region 1 04 (a fourth sem- 

30 iconductor layer) corresponding to an N* cathode region is formed in a surface of the P diffusion layer 1 03 so as to sur- 
round the P diffusion layer 103 provided under the gate electrode 107. The N + diffusion region 104 partially has an 
exposed portion 108. In the exposed portion 108, the P diffusion layer 103 is exposed. A cathode electrode 106 (a first 
electrode) is provided on the surface of the P diffusion layer 103 so as to surround the gate electrode 107. The high 
withstand voltage thyristor 100 acts as a P gate thyristor in which the gate electrode 107 is formed on the P diffusion 

35 layer 103. The present invention can also be applied to an N gate thyristor in which a gate electrode is formed on an N 
type semiconductor layer. 

<A-2. Specific Method for Controlling Lifetime of Minority Carrier) 

40 By taking, as an example, the structure of the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 described above, a method for 
controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier will be described below. 

(A-2-1 . Form of Ion Implantation ) 

45 The form of ion implantation will be described below with reference to Fig. 3 showing a portion similar to a region 
X enclosed by a broken line in Fig. 2. In Fig. 3, shielding members 1 1 0 and 1 20 formed of metal plates are provided in 
spaces above the surface of the P diffusion layer 103 on which the cathode electrode 106 is provided (hereinafter 
referred to as a K plane) and a surface of the P + diffusion layer 1 02 on which the anode electrode 1 05 is provided (here- 
inafter referred to as an A plane). The shielding members 1 1 0 and 1 20 do not completely shield the K and A planes but 

so have a plurality of partial openings HL, respectively. 

When a heavy ion beam 10 having a high energy such as Ne (neon) which is accelerated to 1 00 MeV or more, for 
example, is irradiated from K and A plane sides onto the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 on which the shielding 
members 110 and 120 are provided, the heavy ion beam 10 having a high energy is implanted from the openings HL 
of the shielding members 1 1 0 and 1 20 so that an ion implantation region 1 1 is partially formed at a depth corresponding 

55 to an energy (accelerating energy). An ion to be used is not restricted to Ne but may be Ar (argon), Kr (kryptonJJKcat. 
^ Jjin) R i (silicon), Ge (germanium) or the like. The accelerating energy is set to 100 MeV or more because the thick- 
nesses of the P + diffusion layer 102 and the P diffusion layer 103 are also great with an increase in a withstand voltage 
and the heavy ions are caused to reach predetermined depths of the N" silicon substrate 101 therethrough. 

Formation depths of the ion implantation region 11 are set such that the ion implantation region 1 1 is provided, on 



7 



EP 0 797 257 A2 



the K plane side, in the N" silicon substrate 1 01 inside a junction face of the P diffusion layer 103 and the N' silicon sub- 
strate 101 , and is provided, on the A plane side, in the N" silicon substrate 101 inside a junction face of the P + diffusion 

I layer 1 02 and the N" silicon substrate 1 01 . The ion implantation region 1 1 is formed by implanting ions of the same spe- 
cies. Therefore, the same reference numeral is attached to the K and A plane sides. For convenience, the ion implan- 
tation region provided on the K plane side is indicated at 1 1a and the ion implantation region provided on the A plane 
side is indicated at 1 1b. In addition, the ion implantation regions 1 1a and 1 1b will be hereinafter referred to as first and 
second ion implantation regions, respectively, in the same manner as in the following embodiments. 

In Fig. 3, the ion implantation region 1 1 is formed on the K and A plane sides in the N" silicon substrate 101 . On the 
N" silicon substrate 101 between the adjacent ion implantation regions 1 1 , the heavy ion beam 1 0 having a high energy 
10 is shielded by the shielding members 110 and 120. As a result, the N" silicon substrate 101 between the adjacent ion 
implantation regions 1 1 acts as a non-implantation region 12 in which the ions are not implanted. 



In the ion implantation region 1 1 , the crystalline properties of a silicon are damaged by the implanted heavy ions 



I so that crystal defects are generated. When operating the high withstand voltage thyristor 100, a deep level is formed 
I by the crystal defecls and acts as a. recombinatioa centfimf a minority carrier. Consequently, the lifetime of the minority 
75 J qarrier is sh ortened and a rate at which the minority carrier can pass through this region is reduced. 

(A-2-2. Function and Effect of Partial Both-side Implantation) 

The function of partially forming the ion implantation region 1 1 on the K and A plane sides in the N" silicon substrate 

so 101 will be described below. : 

Figs. 4 and 5 show characteristics with the passage of time of a current applied during turn-off which are obtained 
when ion implantation is performed over a whole plane from the K and A plane sides. In Figs. 4 and 5, the characteris- 
tics shown in a solid line are obtained when the ion implantation is not performed, and the characteristics shown in a 
broken line are obtained when the ion implantation is performed. 

25 As shown in Fig. 4, when the ion implantation is performed over the whole plane from the K plane side, the char- 
acteristics are remarkably changed in the early stage of turn-off. Consequently, an ON-state voltage is lowered. This 
effect is obtained because a minority carrier which is excessively present partially from the ion implantation region 1 1 
toward the cathode side in the N base layer, that is, the NT silicon substrate 101 in the early stage of turn-off is mainly 
recombined so that the lifetime is reduced. Then, a depletion layer which extends from the P base layer, that is, the P 

30 diffusion layer 1 03 covers the ion implantation region 1 1 . For this reason, a recombination ratio in the ion implantation 
region 1 1 is lowered. Thus, a tail current is not affected. 

As shown in Fig. 5, when the ion implantation is performed over the whole plane from the A plane side, the tail cur- 
rent is reduced as opposed to Fig. 4. This occurs because the minority carrier which is excessively present partially 
from the ion implantation region 1 1 toward the anode side in the N base layer, that is, the l\T silicon substrate 101 in the 

35 early stage of turn-off and a residual carrier implanted from an anode are recombined so that the lifetime is reduced. 
The effect is held until the depletion layer covers the ion implantation region 1 1 to lower the recombination ratio. 

In the above description, the ion implantation is performed over the whole plane from the K and A plane sides. Also 
in the case where the ion implantation is partially performed from the K and A plane sides, the same functions are 
offered. However, since the non-implantation region 12 is present, the effect is diminished. 

40 Due to the presence of the non-implantation region 1 2 on the K plane side in the N' silicon substrate 1 01 , the minor- 
ity carrier which is excessively present partially toward a cathode in the N base layer, that is, the N" silicon substrate 101 
in the early stage of turn-off is not recombined at a certain rate but passes through the non-implantation region 12. In 
other words, the lifetime becomes longer. Accordingly, there is a less change than in the characteristics shown in the 
broken line of Fig. 4. Consequently, the effect of reducing the ON-state voltage is restrained. 

45 Due to the presence of the non-implantation region 12 on the A plane side in the N' silicon substrate 1 01, a minority 
carrier which is excessively present partially from the ion implantation region 1 1 toward the anode side and a residual 
carrier implanted from an anode are not recombined at a certain rate but pass through the non-implantation region 12. 
In other words, the lifetime becomes longer. Accordingly, there is a less change than in the characteristics shown in the 
broken line of Fig. 5. In other words, the effect of shortening a turn-off time is restrained. 

so As described above, the ion implantation region 1 1 is partially formed on the K and A plane sides in the N" silicon 
substrate 101 respectively so that the non-implantation region 12 is formed. By controlling the lifetime of the minority 
carrier depending on the areas of the ion implantation region 1 1 and the non-implantation region 1 2, the ON-state volt- 
age and the turn-off time can be controlled. While the lifetime of the minority carrier is also affected by the thickness of 
the ion implantation region 1 1 , only the areas are taken into consideration. 

55 

(A-2-3. Shape of Shielding Member) 



If the rate of the area of the non-implantation region 1 2 is excessively increased, the minority carrier which passes 
through the non-implantation region 12 and is not recombined during turn-off forms a tail having a current waveform. 
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Consequently, the turn-off time becomes longer so that an energy loss is increased. On the other hand, if the rate of the 
area of the non-implantation region 1 2 is excessively reduced, the ON-state voltage is increased so that the energy loss 
is increased. For this reason, the area of the ion implantation region 1 1 , the area ratio of the ion implantation region 1 1 
to the non-implantation region 12, that is, the dimensions of openings of the shielding members 1 1 0 and 1 20 and open 
5 area ratios thereof are determined in consideration of the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time having the trade-off 
relationship. 

Fig. 6 shows the relationship between the dimension of an opening HL of the shielding member which is obtained 
by device simulation and the turn-off time. This simulation is a result obtained when the shielding member is provided 
on either of the K and A plane sides of the high withstand voltage thyristor 100. The dimension of the opening HL of the 
-' w shielding member represents a diameter when the plane shape of the opening HL is circular, and represents a length 
of a side when the plane shape of the opening HL is square. 

Fig. 6 shows a simulation result obtained when an open area ratio to be described below is 30 %. In Fig. 6, 'lull 
irradiation" represents the case where ion irradiation is performed over the whole plane on the K or A plane side of the 
high withstand voltage thyristor 100 without using the shielding member. In order to compensate for a gap in effects 
15 caused by a difference in irradiation amounts, comparison is performed on the constant condition that an ON-state volt- 
age V or is 1.5 V. 

As is apparent from Fig. 6, the turn-off lime is shortened to about 60 % on the condition that the dimension of the 
opening is 100 (im as compared with the full irradiation. However when the dimension of the opening is set to 50 urn, 
the turn-off time is increased by about 10 % as compared with the full irradiation. 

20 It is supposed that the reason is as follows. In the high withstand voltage thyristor, a silicon substrate having few 
crystal defects such as composite defects and a high specific resistivity (500 Clem or more) is used. Therefore, the life- 
time is also increased (500 (isec or more). Consequently, when the area of the ion implantation region is excessively 
reduced, the rate of the minority carrier which passes around the ion implantation region during turn-off is increased. 
Thus, the effect of controlling the lifetime of the minority carrier is diminished. 

25 Fig. 6 shows a simulation result obtained when the open area ratio is 30 %. The reason is that the turn-offttime is 
shortened most greatly when the open area ratio is 30 % as a result of simulation with various values. 

From the above-mentioned results, the dimensions of the openings of the shielding members 110 and 120 have 
optimum values of 100 urn or more, and the open area ratios thereof have optimum values of 30 % or less. 

In general, a ratio of stopping power of a silicon and a metal to an ion beam is about one to three. In the case where 

30 the shielding members 1 10 and 120 are formed of stainless steel, for example, a thickness of the stainless steel should 
be about 100 urn in order to shield ions having an energy whose range in the silicon substrate is about 300 urn. As a 
method for manufacturing the shielding members 1 1 0 and 1 20 , consequently, a plurality of circular holes having a diam- 
eter of 100 urn or square holes having a side of 1 00 are formed by isotropic etching on a metal plate (such as stain- 
less steel) having a thickness of 100 um, for example At this time, a pattern space is adjusted such that the open area 

35 ratio is 30 % or less. 

A method for calculating the open area ratio will be described below with reference to Fig. 7. Fig. 7 is a partial plan 
view showing the shielding members 1 10 and 120, in which the opening HL is a circular hole. In Fig. 7, a rectangular 
region Y is obtained by connecting the centers of four circular holes which are formed adjacently to each other. The 
open area ratio is obtained by comparing the area of the rectangular region Y with the area of the openings in the region 

40 Y. 

The plane shapes of the shielding members 1 10 and 120 are circles having almost the same dimension as that of 
the high withstand voltage thyristor 100. The opening HL is provided over almost the whole planes of the shielding 
members 1 10 and 120. The shielding members 1 10 and 120 are provided so as to cover the whole K and A planes of 
the high withstand voltage thyristor 100. In a providing method, the shielding members 110 and 120 are fixed on this 

45 side of a position in which the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 is provided in respect of a path of an ion beam, and 
the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 is provided in a predetermined position to perform irradiation. After the irradia- 
tion is completed on one of the planes, the irradiation is performed on the other plane. Every time the openings HL of 
the shielding members 1 10 and 120 have different patterns (as shown in Fig. 3, for example), the shielding members 
are exchanged. With such a structure, ions can be implanted into a plurality of high withstand voltage thyristors 100 by 

so using a pair of shielding members 1 1 0 and 120. Consequently, an increase in cost can be restrained. 

Furthermore, a pair of shielding members 1 1 0 and 120 are exclusively attached to only one high withstand voltage 
thyristor 100. During the irradiation, the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 having the shielding members 1 10 and 120 
attached thereto is provided in a predetermined position. With such a structure, alignment of the shielding members 
1 10 and 120 with the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 can be adjusted accurately. 

55 

(A-2-4. Maintenance of Locality of Crystal Defect Distribution) 

In the case where heavy ions having a high energy are implanted, the locality of crystal defect distribution can also 
be maintained. As described above with reference to Fig. 17, in the case where proton ions having a high energy are 
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implanted, energy attenuation is great in a surface position E s . Consequently, the energy attenuation from the surface 
position E s to a range position R P cannot be ignored. In the case where heavy ions such as Ne, Ar, Kr, C, Si and Ge 
are used, an energy at which these ions cause nuclear reaction with silicon atoms is greater than an accelerating 
energy. Fa this reason, there is no problem that a reactive cross-sectional area is increased. Consequently, the energy 
attenuation from the surface position E s to the range position R P is decreased. Accordingly, an amount of crystal 
defects generated from the surface position E s to the range position R P is also limited. As a result, the locality of the 
crystal defect distribution can be maintained and the controllability of the lifetime of the minority carrier can be prevented 
from being lowered. 

(A-3. Characteristic Function and Effect) 

According to the first embodiment of the present invention described above, the ion implantation region 11 is par- 
tially formed on the K and Aplane sides in the N" silicon substrate 101 , respectively. Consequently, the ON-state voltage 
and the turn-off time can be controlled depending on the area of the non-implantation region 12. Accordingly, the trade- 
off relationship between the ON-state voftage and the turn-off time can be optionally varied by controlling the area of 
the non-implantation region 12, that is, the area of the ion implantation region 11. 

Furthermore, the openings of the shielding members 1 10 and 120 have dimensions of 100 jim or more and open 
area ratios of 30 % or less. Consequently, the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time 
can be optimized and an increase in the turn-off time can be restrained in addition to a reduction in the ON-state volt- 
age. 

When adding the above-mentioned characteristics, it is sufficient that a device for irradiating a heavy ion beam 10 
having a high energy and the shielding members 1 1 0 and 120 are prepared. The high withstand voltage thyristor 100 
has the same structure as in the prior art. Therefore, a novel technique for manufacturing the high withstand voltage 
thyristor 100 is not necessary. 

A device for accelerating the heavy ion such as Ne to have a high energy of 100 MeV or more is currently limited 
worldwide. It is fully possible to manufacture the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 according to conventional process 
and then transfer the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 to facilities having the same device so as to perform prede- 
termined ion implantation. In Takasaki Radiation Chemistry Research Establishment Japan Atomic Energy Research 
Institute, the industrial utilization of such a heavy ion beam having a high energy has been studied. 

(B. Second Embodiment) 

A method for controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier according to a second embodiment of the present invention 
will be described below with reference to Figs. 8 and 9. 

<B-1. Specific Method for Controlling Lifetime of Minority Carrier) 

While the method for partially forming the ion implantation region 1 1 on the K and A plane sides in the N" silicon 
substrate 101 has been described in the first embodiment according to the present invention with reference to Figs. 1 
to 7, an ion implantation region may be formed over a whole area on one of the plane sides and the ion implantation 
region may be partially formed on the other plane side as described above. As the second embodiment according to 
the present invention, an example in which the ion implantation region is formed over the whole ares on one of the plane 
sides will be described below. 

<B-1-1. Form of Ion Implantation) 

The form of ion implantation will be described below with reference to Fig. 8 showing a portion similar to the region 
X enclosed by the broken line in Fig. 2. In Fig. 8, a shielding member 130 formed of a metal plate is provided in a space 
above a K plane. The shielding member 130 does not completely shield the K plane but has a plurality of partial open- 
ings HL. The shielding member is not provided in a space above an A plane. 

When a heavy ion beam 10 having a high energy such as Ne is irradiated from a K plane side onto a high withstand 
voltage thyristor 1 00 in which the shielding member 1 30 is provided in only the space above the K plane, the heavy ion 
beam 10 having a high energy is implanted from the openings HL of the shielding member 130 so that an ion implan- 
tation region 1 1 is partially formed at a depth corresponding to an energy (accelerating energy). When the heavy ion 
beam 10 having a high energy is irradiated from an A plane side, the ion implantation region 1 1 is formed over the whole 
area at a depth corresponding to an energy (accelerating energy). 

Formation depths of the ion implantation region 1 1 are set such that the ion implantation region 1 1 is provided, on 
the K plane side, in an N" silicon substrate 101 inside a junction face of a P diffusion layer 103 and the N" silicon sub- 
strate 101 , and is provided, on the A plane side, in the N" silicon substrate 101 inside a junction face of a P + diffusion 
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layer 102 and the N" silicon substrate 101 . 

In Fig. 8, the ion implantation region 1 1 is formed on the K and A plane sides in the N" silicon substrate 101, respec- 
tively. Between the adjacent ion implantation regions 11 on the K plane side, the heavy ion beam 10 having a high 
energy is shielded by the shielding member 130. As a result, the N" silicon substrate 101 between the adjacent ion 
s implantation regions 1 1 acts as a non-implantation region 12 in which the ions are not implanted. The ion implantation 
region 1 1 on the A plane side is formed over the whole area of the N" silicon substrate 101 in a plane direction thereof. 

(B-1-2. Function and Effect of Partial Single-side Implantation and Full Single-side Implantation) 

-" 10 The function and effect obtained by partially forming the ion implantation region 11. on the K plane side in the N" 
silicon substrate 101 and forming the ion implantation region 11 over the whole area on the A plane side will be 
described below. 

As described in the first embodiment, the effect that the ON-state voltage can be controlled depending on the areas 
of the ion implantation region 1 1 and the non-implantation region 1 2 is obtained by partially forming the ion implantation 

75 region 1 1 on the K plane side. As described above with reference to Fig. 5, the effect that the tail current can be reduced 
and the turn-off time can be shortened is obtained by forming the ion implantation region 1 1 over the whole area on the 
A plane side. By combining both effects, accordingly, the turn-off time can be shortened and the ON-state voltage can 
be controlled. Consequently, the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be 
improved and can be optionally changed by controlling the ON-state voltage. 

20 An.amount of ions irradiated from the K plane side is represented by <t> K , an amount of ions irradiated from the A 
plane side is represented by <t> A and a total amount of ions irradiated from both planes is represented by d> tot . By varying 
a ratio of <£ K to ^a. the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be changed to 
optional characteristics. 

More specifically, the ON-state voltage can be mainly improved by varying the ratio of d> K to <t> A within the range of 
25 1 0 : 1 to 2 : 1 , and the turn-off time can be mainly improved by varying the ratio of <J> K to <J>a w'fthin the range of.2 : 1 .to 
1:1.' 

Fig. 9 shows the state of a change in the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time 
for a variation in the ratio of <D K to <r> A . Fig. 9 shows the trade-off relationship, in which an axis of abscissa indicates an 
ON-state voltage V on , an axis of ordinate indicates a turn-off time T oH . the ratio ol d> K to 0> A is classified into four.types 
30 A to D, and the total irradiation amount <D, ot from both planes is varied. In Fig. 9, the total irradiation amount <D tot is 
increased from left to right. 

The type A represents a result obtained by performing full irradiation from the K plane side in the same manner as 
in the prior art. The types B to D represent results obtained by performing partial irradiation from the K plane side and 
full irradiation from the A plane side. In the type B, the ratio of O k to 4> A is 1 : 1 . In the type C, the ratio of O k to <J> A is 2 
35 : 1 . In the type D, the ratio of <P K to <P A is 10 : 1 . 

In respect of the characteristics of the types B to D in Fig. 9, the following is apparent. As the total irradiation 
amount <t> tot (<t>« + is increased, a characteristic value of trade-off is displaced from upper left to lower right in each 
type. A tendency to the displacement is not constant but is changed by setting, as a boundary, the vicinity of a position 
* b shown by an arrow. 

40 The total irradiation amount corresponding to the position d> b shown by the arrow will be hereinafter referred to as 
a critical irradiation amount. By setting the critical irradiation amount <i> b as a boundary, the trade-off relationship is 
improved in order of the types B, C and D in a region of <t> to , < O b . and is improved in order of the types D, C and B in a 
region of <P to , > <l> b . Accordingly, the ratio of <P K to d> A is selected depending on whether a product has the ON-state volt- 
age lowered or the turn-off time shortened. 
45 In the case where the product having the ON-state voltage lowered is desired, the total irradiation amount d>, ot is 
made smaller than the critical irradiation amount <t>b and the ratio of <J> K to <t> A is set to about 1:1. Consequently, it is 
possible to obtain a product in which an increase in the turn-off time is also restrained. 

In the case where the product having the turn-off time shortened is desired, the total irradiation amount <J> tot is made 
larger than the critical irradiation amount Ot, and the ratio of <D K to <P A is set to about 10:1. Consequently, it is possible 
so to obtain a product in which an increase in the ON-state voltage is also restrained. 

By limiting the ratio of * K to <D A to the range of 10 : 1 to 1 : 1, it is also possible to restrain a deterioration in gate 
characteristics obtained during ON control action (the relationship between a gate voltage V GT and a gate current l GT )- 
The reason why the deterioration in the gate characteristics can be restrained is as follows. The partial irradiation 
is performed from the K plane side to form the non-implantation region 12. Consequently, that portion has the same 
55 gate characteristics as in a conventional thyristor. Accordingly, a region having the same gate characteristics as in the 
conventional thyristor and a region having the gate characteristics deteriorated (that is, the ion implantation region) are 
mixed together. Thus, a unilateral deterioration in the gate characteristics can be restrained. 
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(B-2. Characteristic Function and Effect) 

In the method for manufacturing a thyristor according to the second embodiment of the present invention described 
above, the ion implantation region 1 1 is partially formed on the K plane side in the N" silicon substrate 101 and the ion 
implantation region 1 1 is formed over the whole area on the A plane side so that the turn-off time can be shortened and 
the ON-state voltage can be controlled. Consequently, the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the 
turn-off time can be improved. 

By varying the ratio of <I> K to 4> A , the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can 
be changed to optional characteristics. 

By limiting the ratio of fl> K to <I> A to the range of 10 : 1 to 1 : 1, it is possible to restrain the deterioration in the gate 
characteristics obtained during the ON control action (the relationship between the gate voltage V QT and the gate cur- 
rent l GT ). 

<C. Third Embodiment) 

A method for controlling a lifetime of a minority carrier according to a third embodiment of the present invention will 
be described below wilh reference to Figs. 1 0 to 1 3. 

<C-1 . Specific Method for Controlling Lifetime of Minority Carrier) 

While the method for partially forming the ion implantation region 11 on the K and A plane sides in the N" silicon 
substrate 101 respectively has been described in the first embodiment of the present invention with reference to Figs. 
1 to 7, an ion implantation region may be formed over a whole area on both plane sides. As the third embodiment 
according to the present invention, an example in which the ion implantation region is formed over the whole area on 
both plane sides will be described below. 

(C-1-1. Form of Ion Implantation) 

The form of ion implantation will be described below with reference to Fig. 1 0 showing a portion similar to the region 
X enclosed by the broken line in Fig. 2. In Fig. 10, a shielding member is not provided in spaces above K and A planes. 

When a heavy ion beam 10 having a high energy such as Ne is irradiated from the K and A plane sides onto a high 
withstand voltage thyristor 100 which has no shielding member provided in the spaces above the K and A planes, an 
ion implantation region 1 1 is formed over the whole area at a depth corresponding to an energy (accelerating energy). 

Formation depths of the ion implantation region 1 1 are set such that the ion implantation region 1 1 is provided, on 
the K plane side, in an N silicon substrate 101 inside a junction face of a P diffusion layer 103 and the N" silicon sub- 
strate 101 , and is provided, on the A plane side, in the N" silicon substrate 101 inside a junction face of a P + diffusion 
layer 102 and the N" silicon substrate 101. 

(C-1-2. Function and Effect of Full Both-side Implantation) 

The function and effect of forming the ion implantation region 1 1 over the whole area on the K and A plane sides in 
the N" silicon substrate 101 will be described below. 

As described above with reference to Figs. 4 and 5, the following effects can be obtained by forming the ion implan- 
tation region 1 1 over the whole area on the K and A plane sides. Characteristics in the early stage of turn-off can be 
improved to reduce an ON-state voltage and a tail current can be reduced to shorten a turn-off time. By combining both 
effects, accordingly, the ON-state voltage can be reduced and the turn-off time can be shortened. Consequently, the 
trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be improved. 

An amount of ions irradiated from the K plane side is represented by * K . an amount of ions irradiated from the A 
plane side is represented by <t> A and a total amount of ions irradiated from both planes is represented by <t> t0] . By varying 
the ratio of <D K to <D A , the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the turn-off time can be changed to 
optional characteristics. 

In the same manner as in the second embodiment according to the present invention which has been described 
above with reference to Fig. 9, it is possible to select the main improvement of the ON-state voltage or that of the turn- 
off time by varying the ratio of * K to <D A within the range of 0.5 : 1 to 1 : 1 . 

<C-2. Reduction in Fluence of Total Irradiation Amount) 

The present embodiment features that the trade-off relationship can be changed to optional characteristics within 
the range in which the ratio of a> K to o A is 0.5 : 1 to 1 : 1 . This leads to a reduction in the fluence of the heavy ion beam 
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10 having a high energy. 

Fig. 1 1 shows the relationship between the total irradiation amount l> t0 , and an ON-state voltage V on obtained when 
full both-side irradiation is performed. In this case, an ion species is Ne, an accelerating energy is 260 MeV and an 
implantation depth is adjusted through an Al (aluminum) absorber having a thickness of 105 jim and the ratio of ci> K to 

5 fl> A is 1 : 1. For comparison is shown a result obtained by accelerating H (hydrogen) to 4.5 MeV and performing irradi- 
ation through an Al absorber having a thickness of 30 urn. 

Fig. 1 1 shows the relationship between the total irradiation amount * lot and the ON-state voltage V on , in which an 
axis of abscissa indicates the total irradiation amount * tot and an axis of ordinate indicates the ON-state voltage V on . 
The result of Ne implantation is shown by a black circle, and the result of H implantation is shown by a square. 
•' io As is apparent from Fig. 1 1 , in the case where the Ne implantation is performed, a characteristic curve has the total 
irradiation amount <\\ oX which ranges from 2 x 10 9 / cm 2 to 2 x 10 11 / cm 2 . The total irradiation amounts <i> t0 , necessary 
for obtaining the same ON-state voltage V on are compared for the results of the Ne implantation and the H implantation. 
In case of the Ne implantation, the total irradiation amount <l> lot is about 2 x 1 0 9 / cm 2 . In case of the H implantation, the 
total irradiation amount <P lot is about 6 x 10 10 / cm 2 . Consequently, the total irradiation amount * to1 for the Ne implanta- 

15 tion is about 3 % of that for the H implantation. The result of the H implantation has one data. However, if it is assumed 
that the result of the H implantation has the same characteristics as the result of the Ne implantation, a f luence can be 
reduced considerably by performing the Ne implantation. 

The reason is that the density of crystal defects generated in the vicinity of a range position is greatly increased by 
using ions having a higher atomic number, that is, heavy ions. As one of effects obtained by a reduction in the fluence, 

20 a time required for ion implantation is shortened. More specifically, if a time required to reach a total irradiation amount 
necessary for obtaining a predetermined ON-state voltage by the H implantation is 1 , a time required for the Ne implan- 
tation is 1/30 or less. Consequently, a time required to perform the ion implantalion is greatly reduced, and furthermore 
the manufacturing cost of a thyristor can be lowered. 

The reduction in the fluence of the total irradiation amount obtained by using the heavy ion beam having a high 

25 energy is not restricted to the present embodiment. The same effect can also be obtained in the method for manufac- 
turing a thyristor according to the first and second embodiments. 

<C-3. Improvement of Trade-off Relationship between On-state Voltage and Reverse Recovery Charge Amount) 

30 By using the heavy ion beam having a high energy, the trade-off relationship between an ON-state voltage and a 
reverse recovery charge amount can be improved in addition to the reduction in the fluence of the total irradiation 
amount described above. 

Fig. 12 shows the relationship between an ON-state voltage V on and a reverse recovery charge amount Q n , in 
which an axis of abscissa indicates the ON-state voltage V on and an axis of ordinate indicates the reverse recovery 
35 charge amount Q n . In this case, an ion species is Ne, an accelerating energy is 260 MeV and an implantation depth is 
adjusted through an Al (aluminum) absorber having a thickness of 105 urn. For comparison is shown a result obtained 
by accelerating H (hydrogen) to 4.5 MeV and performing irradiation through an Al absorber having a thickness of 30 urn. 
The result of Ne implantation is shown by a black circle, and the result of H implantation is shown by a square. 

The result of Ne implantation and that of H implantation are compared for the same ON-state voltage V on . Conse- 
40 quently, it is apparent from Fig. 1 2 that the reverse recovery charge amount Q„ for the Ne implantation is reduced by 5 
to 8 % as compared with that for the H implantation. This means that the trade-off relationship between the ON-state 
voltage V on and the reverse recovery charge amount Q„ is improved by 5 to 8 % by performing the Ne implantation. 

The reason is that Ne atoms injected into the N" silicon substrate 101 cause Si atoms to recoil for substitution. 
Since the size of the Ne atom approximates that of the Si atom, the surrounding Si is rarely affected and becomes 
45 present stably. As described above, moreover, the fluence of the total irradiation amount is reduced. Consequently, it is 
supposed that the number of the Ne atoms substituted for the Si atoms is smaller and the ratio of composite defects 
which purely function as recombination centers is increased. 

As one of effects obtained by the improvement of the trade-off relationship between the ON-state voltage and the 
reverse recovery charge amount, a reverse recovery time of the thyristor can be shortened and switching operation can 
so be performed at a higher speed, that is, the frequency of the thyristor can be increased. 

<C-4. Various Condition of implantation of Heavy Ion Beam having High Energy) 

When implanting a heavy ion beam having a high energy according to the present embodiment and the first and 
55 second embodiments, various conditions to be described below should be met. Consequently, a high withstand voltage 
thyristor can be obtained in the optimum state. 

Fig. 13 shows a heat history sequence for implanting the heavy ion beam having a high energy. In Fig. 13, an axis 
of abscissa indicates an elapsed time t and an axis of ordinate indicates a temperature T. 

As shown in Fig. 13, the temperature of a high withstand voltage thyristor 100 set to a room temperature before 
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implantation is first raised to 350 to 400°C with a temperature gradient of 5°C / min or less (or a temperature change 
rate R.T.) in a period R1 . 

In a period R2, ion irradiation is then performed with the temperature kept at 350 to 400 °C on the condition that a 
maximum fluence rate is 1 x 10 9 particles / cm 2 • s or less, and is continued until the total irradiation amount reaches 

5 a predetermined value. 

After the ion irradiation is completed, the temperature is caused to fall with a temperature gradient of 5°C / min or 
less (or a temperature change rate R. T.) so as to reach the room temperature in a period R3. 

The reason why the above-mentioned process for the rise and fall in the temperature is performed is as follows. 
More specifically, a silicon substrate to be used for the high withstand voltage thyristor is manufactured by a FZ (FLOAT- 

w ING ZONE MELTING) method in order to attain a necessary high specific resistivity (for example, 500 ftcm or more). 
According to the same method, however, the concentration of impurities such as C (carbon) or O (oxygen) is reduced. 
Therefore, the silicon substrate has low mechanical strength and is easily broken when stress or the like is applied by 
thermal distortion. Accordingly, it is necessary to limit the temperature gradient at the time of the rise and fall in the tem- 
perature so as not to cause the thermal distortion. While it is desired that the temperature gradient has a smaller value, 

15 a practical value is determined in consideration of the manufacturing cost. 

The ion irradiation is performed with the temperature of the high withstand voltage thyristor 100 kept at 350 to 
400°C in order to recover and cancel unstable crystal defects generated by the ion implantation by annealing simulta- 
neously with generation and to leave comparatively stable composite defects to function as the recombination centers. 
Thus, unnecessary collapse of a crystal structure can be restrained and conductivity can be kept. 

20 The fluence rate is limited to 1 x 1 0 9 pc / cm 2 sec or less in order to prevent various crystal defects generated by 
an ion from being further disturbed by succeeding ions and growing into more macro crystal defects before they are 
recovered and canceled by the annealing, that is, a predetermined relaxation time passes. Thus, it is possible to prevent 
the structures of the crystal defects from differing due to a difference in the fluence ratio even if the total irradiation 
amounts are equal. In addition, it is possible to prevent electrical characteristics from differing due to a difference in the 

25 structure of the crystal defect. Consequently, the electrical characteristics of the manufactured thyristor can be made 
uniform. ' 

While the invention has been described in detail, the foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative and not 
restrictive. It is understood that numerous other modifications and variations can be devised without departing from ttie 
scope of the invention. 

30 

Claims 

1 . A method for manufacturing a thyristor having a first semiconductor layer (102) of a first conductivity type, a second 
semiconductor layer (1 01 ) of a second conductivity type, and a third semiconductor layer (1 03) of the first conduc- 

35 tivity type sequentially provided, a fourth semi-conductor layer (104) of the second conductivity type selectively 
formed in a surface of the third semiconductor layer, a gate eleclrode (1 07) provided in contact with only the third 
semiconductor layer, a first electrode (1 06) provided in contact with at least the fourth semiconductor layer, and a 
second electrode (105) provided in contact with only the first semiconductor layer, comprising the steps of: 

40 (a) irradiating heavy ions having a predetermined energy from a first electrode side to form a first ion implan- 

tation region (11a) for shortening the lifetime of minority carriers in a position in the second semiconductor 
layer toward the first electrode; and 

(b) irradiating the heavy ions having the predetermined enercy from a second electrode side to form a second 
ion implantation region (1 1 b) for shortening the lifetime of minority carriers in a position in the second semicon- 
45 ductor layer toward the second electrode. 

2. The method as defined in Claim 1 , 

wherein the steps (a) and (b) comprise the step of partially forming the first and second ion implantation regions 
(11a, 11b), respectively. 

3. The method as defined in Claim 1 or 2, 
wherein the step (a) comprises the steps of: 

(a-1) providing a shielding member (1 10) having a predetermined opening pattern above the first electrode 
55 (106); and 

(a-2) irradiating the heavy ions from above the shielding member to partially form the first ion implantation 
region (11a); 

and wherein the step (b) comprises the steps of: 
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(b-1 ) providing a shielding, member (120) having a predetermined opening pattern above the second electrode 

(105) ; and 

(b-2) irradiating the heavy ions from the above shielding member to partially form the second ion implantation 
region (11b). 

5 

4. The method as defined in Claim 3, 

wherein the shielding members (110, 120) have a plurality of openings, each opening length being 100 (im or more, 
and the predetermined opening pattern has the openings provided thereon such that an open area ratio is 30% or 
less. 

10 

5. The method as defined in Claim 1 , 

wherein the step (a) comprises the step of partially forming the first ion implantation region (1 1 a), and the step (b) 
comprises the step of forming the second ion implantation region (11b) over a whole area. 

is 6. The method as defined in Claim 5, 

wherein the step (a) comprises the steps of: 

(a-1) providing a shielding member (130) having a predetermined opening pattern above the first electrode 

(106) ; and 

20 (a-2) irradiating the heavy ions from above the shielding member to partially form the first ion implantation 

region (11a); 

and wherein the step (b) comprises the step of: 

25 (b-3) irradiating the heavy ions over a whole plane from the second electrode (105) side to form the second ion 

implantation region (1 1b) over a whole area. 

7. The method as defined in Claim 6, 

wherein the irradiation ratio of the heavy ions irradiated from the above shielding member (130) to the heavy ions 
30 irradiated from the second electrode (1 05) side ranges from 10 : 1 to 1 : 1 . 

8. The method as defined in Claim 6 or 7, wherein the shielding member (1 30) has a plurality of 

openings, each opening length being 100 urn or more, and the predetermined opening pattern has the openings 
provided thereon such that an open area ratio is 30% or less. 

35 

9. The method as defined in Claim 1 , 
wherein the step (a) comprises the step of: 

(a-3) irradiating the heavy ions over a whole plane from the first electrode (106) side to form the first ion implan- 
40 tation region (1 1a) over a whole area, and wherein the step (b) comprises the step of: 

(b-3) irradiating the heavy ions over a whole plane from the second electrode (105) side to form the second ion 
implantation region (1 1b) over a whole area. 

45 1 0. The method as defined in Claim 9, 

wherein the irradiation ratio of the heavy ions irradiated from the first electrode (106) side to the heavy ions irradi- 
ated from the second electrode (105) side ranges from 0,5 : 1 to 1 : 1. 

11. The method as defined in any of claims 1 to 10, 

so wherein the heavy ions used are Ne, Ar, Kr, C, Si or Ge, the predetermined energy of the heavy ions is 100 MeV 
or more, and the total irradiation amount of the heavy ions irradiated from the first electrode (1 06) side and the sec- 
ond electrode (105) side ranges from 2 x 10 9 to 2 x 10 11 / cm 2 . 

12. The method as defined in any of claims 1 to 1 1 , 

55 wherein the steps (a) and (b) further comprise the steps of: 

/ | raising a temperature of the thyristor with a temperature gradient of 5 °C/min or less prior to irradiation of the 
/ I heavy ions and keeping the temperature of the thyristor at 350 to 400 °C during the irradiation of the heavy 
I I ions, 
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irradiating the heavy ions such that a f luence rate of the heavy ions irradiated from the first electrode (1 06) side 
and the second electrode (105) side is 1 x 10 9 particles / cm 2 • s or less; and 

causing the temperature of the thyristor to fall with a temperature gradient of 5 °C / min or less after the heavy 
ions have been irradiated. 



13. A thyristor having a first semiconductor layer (102) of a first conductivity type, a second semiconductor layer (101) 
of a second conductivity type, and a third semiconductor layer (103) of the first conductivity type sequentially pro- 
vided, a fourth semiconductor layer (104) of the second conductivity type selectively provided in a surface of the 
third semiconductor layer, a gate electrode (107) provided in contact with only the third semiconductor layer, a first 
electrode (106) provided in contact with at least the fourth semiconductor layer, and a second electrode (1 05) pro- 
vided in contact with only the first semiconductor layer, comprising: 

a first ion implantation region (11a) formed including heavy ions in a position in the second semiconductor layer 
toward the first electrode for shortening the lifetime of minority carriers; and 

a second ion implantation region (1 1b) formed including heavy ions in a position in the second semiconductor 
layer toward the second electrode for shortening the lifetime of minority carriers. 

14. The thyristor as defined in Claim 13, 

wherein the first and second ion implantation regions (11a, 11b) are partially provided. 



15. The thyristor as defined in Claim 13, 



wherein the first ion implantation region (11a) is partially provided; and 
the second ion implantation region (11b) is formed over a whole area. 

16. The thyristor as defined in Claim 13, 

wherein the first and second ion implantation regions (1 la, 1 1b) are provided over whole areas. 

17. The thyristor as defined in any of claims 13 to 16, wherein the heavy ions are Ne, Ar, Kr, C, Si or Ge. 
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